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LIFE GUARDS ON THE RIVER

drownings already this sea-- j She cannot a prize into a home
son on the upper Potomac point to
the need of closer supervision for
that playspot of Washington.' Major
Pullman has risen to the situation
and is taking steps to organize a
life-savin- g corps to bo stationed
there.

Some time ago The Times called
attention to the need for such super-
vision. The idea should not be to
restrict swimming and boating and
canoeing, but to encourage a wider
participation in these sports by af-
fording better protection to those
who enjoy them. Never has the up-

per river been more popular than
this season. Within the last few
years residents of the Capital have
awakened to the fact that they need
not go far from home to enjoy rare
scenic beauty, and a spot for aquatic
sports uncqualed in this vicinity.

With proper police and life pro-
tection the upper Potomac is des-
tined to be a summer resort at
Washington's doors. ' The District
heads will be boosting Washington
when they see to it that proper pro-
tection is afforded those who enjoy
these advantages of the Capital
City.

' MISS WESTCOTT'S WORK

In the retirement of Miss --Edith C.
Westcott as principal of Western
High School, after a quarter of a
century's service in that position, the
District loses one of its most valu-
able public servants. Even the head
of a school system and its other ex-

ecutive officers scarcely have the di-

rect influence upon so large a num-
ber of pupils each year that is
wielded by the principal of a great
high school like Western.

In her twenty-fiv- e years' tenure
Miss Westcott came into personal
contact with about 15,000 high
school students. Many of these now
are influential business and profes-
sional men of the Capital, others
have won distinction outside this
city. To retire after exerting such
an influence must be a source of the
deepest satisfaction.

The pity of" the matter is that Miss
Westcott might have continued her
useful service here several years
longer had not circumstances com-
bined to make the strain upon her
too heavy. The burning of West-
ern High School a year ago last
April brought strenuous work of re-

adjustment; and the long delay in
repairing the school, owing to the
excessive red tape required in such
emergencies here, delayed the return
to the quarters. In view of
this prolonged stress Miss Westcott
probably realized that her health
would be seriously impaired if she
undertook the task of getting the
school back into the building again
this fall, superintending the pur-
chasing of equipment, and other ar-
rangements. s

WHEN IS A BLOCKADE?

Germany's right to sink the Wil-
liam P. Frye and the Leelanaw is
based on the fact that she was en-

titled to capture those vessels, take
them into a home harbor and before
a prize court, try vessels and car-
goes, and confiscate either vessels or
cargoes or both, as the facts devel-
oped on the trial gave warrant un-
der international practice.

Maritime practice has expanded'
una ugui, ui cuuuscuuon into tne
right to destroy ship and cargo if
the exigencies of war make it im- -
possible for the captor to get his

is
to

power
on sea; merely it,

It is true, of course, that Germany
is compelled to flout her treaty of
1828 with the United States in or-

der to assume right to confiscate
or ships and cargoes.

she willing do that;
after the United States protest-

ed the Frye affair she
gone ahead and sunk the Leelanaw.

German violation of a solemn
treaty, of which she has herself had
the benefit when were run-
ning other way, is n- - much to
be wondered at. It is
of all German procedure. So we may

assume that treaty
of 1828 is a scrap of paper, and
that Germany proposes to stand in
these on her general rights un-

der practice.
Those rights are modified by

general rule that to be
legally effective must be physically

there be naval
power on job to vessels
going through the interdicted lines.
What measures of effectiveness may
be supposed to insure the right to
seize or to destroy? That is be-

come a very serious question in this
war; a question that will require at--

tcntion when the various on the cotton industry. It has,
and reparation incidents come up

after the war or in
peace negotiations.

It would seem that a blockade
might fairly bo regarded as legal
when the is so string on the
sea as to stop a share
of traffic into and out of the block
aded ports, and to take care of

Otherwise, it is merely a borrowed from the United States'
il.paper blockade; a sort of assumed civil war practices have in ten

license engage in the business of
sporadic destruction. On this theory,
Germany has no blockade of the
British islands or the French coast.

Many take

former

port; she cannot try it; she must
stand on the judgment of a naval of-

ficer who in the conditions of sub
marine war has only a few minuteB j

to make his verdict. That may sat-

isfy Germany; it will never satisfy
the rest of the world; and even the
assurance of for mistakes
will not make the case much better.
It would seem that the rule might
fairly be urged that a proclamation
of blockade does not confer the right
of wholesale seizure and destruc-
tion on the strength of a capstan
court-marti- al aboard a submarine
when there is not the ghost of a
chance to take a prize into port or
court. The destruction of a prize
should be the and exi-

gent case; when it the in-

variable practice might well be
considered as demonstrating that
there is in fact no blockade at all.

SENATOR SMITH'S SIDE OF IT

In another column on this page
The Times prints today a letter
from Senator Hoke Smith, replying
to some editorial adversions on his
campaiga get this country into a

with the allies over the
cotton issue. Senator Smith charges
The Times with the dis
tinction between a blockade and a
contraband list. As a matter of fact
the Senator himself is the victim of
confusion on that point. In the civil
war the Federal Government seized
and condemned cotton wherever
found. Whether the word "contra
band" was properly applied to the
legal status of cotton when seized
on land is not very material; the es
sential farct that it was seized,
and was destroyed when it could not
be taken back of the Union lines
to the home port, as it were.

As to seizures of cotton on the
sea, they were carried out under the
general authority which nations at
war claim to confer on themselves
when they create a blockade. The
Senator says that "a blockade is an
entirely different thing from a list
of contraband of war. A blockade
applies to particular ports, and its
effect does not prevent delivery of
goods to pprts not blockaded." Per-

fectly correct; but when the "par- -

ennnnnnn fAlnn
blockaded

comes quite iiktic anon guuu
deal more effective than contra-
band list, for the list concerns only
things named, while the blockade
forbids any articles passing through.
The greater efficacy and rigor of
blockade are admitted by the Sena

long list of commodities specified
in the declaration of London which
under no are be
made contraband of war, yet any of
these goods ;nay be stopped from
going into or of an enemy's port
if blockade is being conducted."

Surely Senator Smith will not in-

sist the allies' blockade of Ger-

man ports is. ineffective, when in
fact there is not German mer
chantman or any of the world's
seas; when hilf million tons of
German merchant shipping is in
terned in this country alone; when
the only signiiicant supplies going
into German ports are going in
way of neutral ports.

"I have criticised the conduct of
Great Britain," proceeds Senator
Smith, "because that country is

to cnaiduct, and is con-

ducting, blockade of neutral
prize safely into home port. This'Ports-- " The Senator admits, then,

exactly what submarine cannot 'tnat the blockade is an effective
do, particularly in the present blockade. Has j3ritain the right
man case, Gdrmany has no blockade neutral ports? The cases
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of Nassau and Matamoras, block-

aded by the Federal Government in
our own civil war, answer that ques-

tion. This country wrote into inter-
national law the present construc- -

the doctrine

The

but with good less rigidity
its treatment of seized than
the United employed.

Finally, Senator says that
"this course the part of
Britain cutting off market for
about 3,000,000 bales of cotton an
nually." will be saved
from repetition of this error
will the figures prepared by
the Department of Commerce and
published day or two ago by The
Times. They show that the first
ten months of the war period Eu-
rope took from 7,269,073 bales of
cotton, while in the corresponding
months of the yes,r immediately be-

fore war took 8,008,300 bales,
Instead of cutting off three million
bales, the blockaa'e has cut off less
than one-four- th that amount.

Britain's blockade of
has indeed been horrible
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damagojtion
for instance, "reduced" our cotton
sales to neutral Holland from 33,922
bales the peace year of 1913-1- 4

501,700 in the blockade year of
1914-15- 1 Isn't it frightful to
American commerce with
crushed such fashion! Isn't it
maddening to contemplate that the
piratical rules of Great Britain

prizes.

short months cut down our cotton
sales to Sweden from 46,266 bales

the ten months of the ante-bellu- m

year, to paltry 741,637 bales in the
same months of the year.

Senator Smith's indignation at
these impositions on the American
cotton trade is almost as impressive
as his contention that The Times
doesn't know the difference between
contraband and blockade.

QERMAN MUNITIONS TREASON

No German-America- n, and for the
matter of that no German either,
need bother himself the slightest
about the Berlin warning that he
will be punished for treason if he
works in American factories pro-
ducing arms and ammunition all of
which or some of which" may go to
the allies. We mean so far as con-

cerns the infliction of that punish-
ment.

The militarists could
never get back from this country
anybody punished for such
"treason" unless the person himself
wanted to go back and be punished.
The United States Government
would never surrender to the Ger-
man government anybody demanded
by to be punished in Germany
such "crime" committed the
United States. The American people
would go to war with Germany
or with any other nation before it
would recognize the right of

power to provide and enforce
penalties for acts committed on the
soil of this nation and under the
jurisdiction of this sovereignty.

There isn the very least doubt
about this; as long as the United
States is sovereign nation able to
exercise' its sovereignty there never
will be. That isn't the question
raised by this Berlin warning to
German workers in the United
States. The question is, What effect
is this warning going to have upon
the attitude of American employers
toward the German and German-America- n

workers here? The em-

ployer who fears that the German
and even the German-America- n

for one of the pretty ways of Berlin
militarism is to assume that Ger-
man can't cease being German
when it suits its' purpose to ke"ep
him German may take any sort of
orders from"the Berlin, government
and carry them out 'to whatever
hideous purpose and atrocious con- -1d MU j!tirular non.s" include all the Dorts of ir nnr sia

the. country, as they did mlpasaione desire
""F"r.":,!:Trr-:;;- ! engage or retain the services of
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This newspaper protested long
ago against any discrimination in
the United against anybody
of blood; but if the
militarists themselves are to
frt Vln rllCioiminnfinH .11 L

tor, when he that "there is- - . .. vppv . ., . . " ?
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stupid things that have been done
for a year now the Berlin inter
course with other races and peoples.

THE GERMAN REPLY

Whether Germany will make any
reply at all to, the American closing
note on the Lusitania affair, is evi-

dently in doubt. The Kaiser and
his officers of state are reported to
have conferred on the nature of the
reply, if any is to be made, and the
tone of the press suggests
strongly that public opinion is ar-
rayed the admiralty the
determination to stand by the ut-
most utilization of the submarine
weapon.

Just at this moment Germany
may be expected to take no very
friendly view of any efforts to inter-
fere with her method of warfare.
The Poland campaign has met with

that .have inflated the na-

tional confidence to the point of
magalomaniac assurance. The na-

tional temper does not give much
ground for hope that concessions
will be made.

Relations between the United
States and Germany are likely to

tion of of the continu- - depend very much on military and
ous voyage, and made it stick. It political developments Europe,
did blockade Nassau, and Britain is fall of Warsaw would be hailed
doing the same at Rotterdam, i in Berlin as a tremendous achieve- -
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ment; yet the fall of Constantinople
would bring all the Balkan states
into the war on the side of the allies,
and open the way for a great drive
against Austria-Hungar- y from the
south and southeast, which very
shortly would be expected to distract
the full attention of the central em-
pire from other concerns. Constan
tinople deserves more attention than
it is getting, in the popular consid-
eration of the war position; it may
be determinative, even, of whether
the United States will be able to re-

main at peace.

Munition-makin- g towns sprang up
like mushrooms in the night, but re-

cent epidemic of strikes may make
'em resemble toadstools.

United States is a big potato, but
it either has to be prepared or
Pared.

HQK E MIMES
TO IIS EDfflM

Explains His Contentions in Re-

gard to Lists of Contraband

and to Blockades. .

To the Editor of THE TIMES:
Will you permit mo through your

columns to make reply to that por-
tion of your recent editorial headed
"Senator Smith on Cotton," which
charges me with having misstated tho
facts with reference to the treatment
of, cotton by, the Federal Government
during the civil war"

Tho language' which I used upon
this subject was as follows:

"The otory being published, with
a London origin, that the United
States declared notion to be con
traband during the civil wor Is
falso and absurd. The United
States did not declare cotton con-
traband.

"The right of contiaband seiz-
ures by a belligerent applies alone
to cargoes In. ships. The seizures
are mude to prevent goods used
for military purposes from reach-In- s

the fofecs'of an enemy. They
are to prevent the goods from get-
ting In to tho enemy country

"The Southern States produced
cotton In great quantities. They
exported cotton, they did not Im-

port It. Theto whs no occasion to
prlzo cotton during the civil war
to prevent It from going In to
Southern States.

"The story originated from a note
written in 18S6 by Mr. Bayard, Sec-
retary of State, to Mr. Muruaga.
Spanish minister. Mr. Bayard. In-

advertently, and In an untechnlcal
sense, used, with reference to cot-
ton seizure on land, the word 'con-
traband.' Mr. Murunga replied that
the United States did not during the
civil war treat cotton ns contra-
band of war. Mr. Bayard promptly
agreed that the United States had
never placed cotton on a list of ar-
ticles contraband of war. (Sec Houbo
documents, vol. 132, part 3, page 693.)

"The only effort by any country to
plncc cotton on a contraband list
was by the Russian government In
190,".. This was during the Japanese
war. Great Britain piomptly pro-
tested and declared 'British India
is by far the largest exporter of raw
cotton Into Japan. The quantity of
raw cotton that mlcht be utilized for
explosives would be Infinitesimal in
comparison with the bulk of the cot-
ton exported from India to Japan
for peaceful purposes, and to treat
harmless cargoes of this latter

as unconditional contraband
would be to subject ii branch of In-

nocent commerce which is especially
Important In the form established to
a most unwarranted Interference.'

'Sir Edward Grey attacked the
Russian order, and demanded In par
liament that cotton be left by Rus-
sia on the free list. Great Britain
declined to leld to the action of
Russia, and Insisted upon the right
of British citizens to Fhlp cotton to
Japan. So far as I can learn Rus-
sia did not enforce the order.

"Using the language of the Bri-
tish government, as applied to Rus-
sia, the effort now by Great Britain
to Interfere with cotton shipments
is a most unwarranted interference
with a branch of innocent com-
merce."
In your editorial you Insist that I

was fh error, becab.se early In 1S2
President 'Lincoln declared a blockade
of a group of Southern ports, and this
blockade was later extended to all the
ports of tho Southern States.

I do not at all question the fact that
under proclamation of President Lincoln
every port of the Southern State was
blockaded during the civil war, and ns
a result of this blockade egress and in-

gress of goods of all character were to
a large extent prevented.

Where wo differ Is this: I insist that
a blockade Is an entirely different tiling
from a list of contraband of war. A
blockade applies to particular ports,
and its effect does not prevent delivery
of goods to ports not blockaded A block-

ade is conducted without regard to the
character of the goods seeking egress or
Ingress. A legal contraband list Is a
list of commodities which from their
peculiar character under the tules of
international law a belligerent has the
right to seize when destined to territory
of the enemy, no matter whether it is
upon a vessel sailing to an enemy port
or to a neutral port. There are many
other distinctions I do not mention.

If you will refer to the declaration
of London you will see that the sub
ject of blockading ports and the effect
of a blockade arc treated as entirely
different from the subject of the list
of contraband and tho effect of a com-
modity being legally upon a list of
contraband.

Cotton has not been placed upon any
list of contraband by Great Hrltain.
The declaration of London expressly
declares that under no circumstances
shall raw cotton be placed upon a list
of contraband. This does not mean
that If a blockade is being conducted
against an enemy port that cotton and
still go through to that enemy port.
There Is a long list of commodities
specified in the declaration of London
which under no circumstances are to be
made contraband of war, yet any of
these goods may be stopped from go-

ing into or out of an enemy's port if
a blockade Is being conducted against
the enemy port.

Will you pardon me for saying that
your editor has confused two entirely
different subjects, namely, a blockado
and a list of contraband.

I have criticised the conduct of Great
Britain because that country is endeav-
oring to conduct, and Is conducting, a
blockade of neutral ports. They are
seizing vessels carrylnc

cargoos to neutral ports. In disre-
gard of established rules of Interna-
tional law.

This course on the part of Great
Britain Is cutting off a market for
about a.OOO.non bales of cotton annually.
and Is seriously Injuring the people of
the State which I represent.

May I not suggest to you that In-

stead of being the subject of criticism
for protesting In behalf of the rights
of mv constituents when those rights
are being trampled upon by Great Brit-
ain. I am simply doing my duty and
should have the support, not the hos-
tility, of papers like your own?

Should I not especially have .your sup-
port in my protest when the same illegal
conduct of Great Britain which Is cut-
ting off a market for the chief product
of m' State is Interfering with so
much of the commerce of our entire
country? '

Very truly,
HOKE SMITH.

Warrenton. Va July 26. 1015.

Washingtonians Invited
To Lecture on Commerce
Washington business men who may

chance to be In New York on August
4. 5. or 6 have been extended an Invi-
tation through Secretary Thomas Grant
of the Chamber of Commerce, to at-
tend a series of meetings to be held
under the auspices of the American City
Bureau of New York.

This series of lectures is the con-cludl-

feature of the summer school of
commercial and civic organization wcrk
conducted bv the bureau.

. ONE YEAR OF WAR IN EUROPE
AS SEEN IN ENGLAND
' By ED L. KEEN.

LONDON, July 27. After a year
at war, tho British Empire has
somewhat less than three-quarte- rs

of a million troops In the field; Its
allies havo approximately ten mil-
lion.

The British front In the western
theater Is about forty miles In
length; tho lines of the other allies
east and west, Including Serbia and
Montenegro, cover some sixteen
hundred miles. Aa tho ratio of
troops employed Is one to fourteen
and the ratio of mileage Is one to
forty, there appears to be some,
justification for tho complaints re-
cently made quite unofficially, of
course both in Franco and Russia
that England is not doing her share
of the work.

But tho question as to whether
England Is fulfilling her obligations
should be considered In tho light of
her promises. On this basis she
has delivered more than was speci-
fied in the contract. There were
two clauses In tho secret agreement
made with Franco long before the
war started:

England would take care of the
seas.

She would send on expeditionary
force to France of 120,000 men.

That's all thero was to It. She
has carried out the first clause to
the letter; sho hus sent nearly six
times as many men to the firing
line as she bargained for, and she
Is still sending them as fast as
they can be trained.

Onlv tho other day, the Temps, of
Paris. In an obviously inspired edi-
torial commenting on recent tributes
paid to France by tho Br.tlsh press,
made these significant remarks:frankness should be mutual, if onthe land the support of our Britishallies is still only limited, we mustnot forget that on the seas it is they
who have had much the heaviesttask. It at the beginning of the warwe were able to complete the equip-
ment ot out army with a rapidity
which was not one of the Germanstall's least surprises, we owe it to
the licet which rendered us mastersof the seas." Tho Temps then ad-
mits that to this capital support on
the sea the British empire has
bi ought its Industrial and financialresources, "while Its military efforton lutid has really surpassed allforecasts."

There probably always will be some
diffcience of opinion as to whether itwas British valor or German blun-dering that saved Par.s In the early
davs of the war. Perhaps it was the'two. Anyhow. Paris was saved, andBritishers at least always will give
the lion's share of the credit to F.eld
Marshal 1 tench, his generals, amihis soldleis. But even if the salva-
tion of Paris was not due tc theBritish, there Is no question thatthey and they ajonc saved Calais and
the other Channel ports. Of course.
In accomplishing this. England has
done herself a greater service thansue has the French

Since the failure of the Paris at-
tack. Germany's main effort has been
concentrated In the direction ofCalais, nnd that is the reason why,
until he has received sufficient

General French will
be unablo to extend his front. The
fate of the British empire rests upon
the holding of those forty mJes

All idea of the "big spring drive"upon which the military writers nad
fed the Imagination of tho Britishpublic for months was abandoned
at Neuve Chapclte. when at the cost
of 18.000 men. the British barely
made a dent In the German line ofhighly fortified trenches. In whatwas aecompl shed the Neuve Chapelle
offensive was In a sense a victory; In
what It failed to do, It was a defeat
lor i.iue was tne oDjectlvc and the
Germans arc sill! firmly planted in
Lille.

Then after the second battle of
Vpres, In which the Germans first
med asphyxiating gases, came the
battle of La Bassee. This showed
the British public why the "big
drive" hnd become Impossible.
The British and French troops
were to make a Joint advance
after a preliminary bombardment
for three hours of the German
trenches and the field of wire en-
tanglement intervening. In that
time the French fired neatly
200.000 high explosive projectiles;
in one hour the British had e
blunted their suppl of 20,000
high explosives nnd the lest
of tho time used hhrapnel.
Result: The French Infantry ad-
vanced two miles into trenches
that had been practically cleared,
with a loss of only 2.000; the Brit-
ish lost IS. 00" men In attempting
to take trenches that hadn't been
cleared.

A newspaperman witnessed this
battle. He told the public through
tho medium of the London Times
the reason why the British had
fulled, starting the scandal that
disrupted the British Liberal cab-
inet, caused the formation of a
ronlltlon ministry, sheared Lord
Kitchener's Wings, nnd created
the new department of munitions,
with Lloyd-Georg- e at Its head.

Somebody had blundered. Lord
Northcllffe's newspapers fastened
responsibility on Kitchener. While
giving him due cicdit for his mag-
nificent work in raising, organiz-
ing, and training the largest vo-
lunteer army tho world has even
seen, theycburged him with ne-
glecting the one thlntr upon which
any possible hope :,t Riltish suc-
cess on land could be based an
adequate supply of high explosive
shells.

The one Inexplicable Incident is
Premier s statement
"upon the highest possible author-
ity" that neither Great Britain
nor her allies had been hampered
bv lack of munitions r. statement
dirctly contradicted by hip lecont
frantic appealn to the workmen of
England to mobilize for tho sup-

ply of munitions.

Takes Dr. Riley Moore To Task For
a Criticism of Lawyers, Judges,
and Legislators.

To the Editor of TUB TIMES:
The recent article appearing In your

paper, written by Dr. Riley Moore, in
which lawyers, Judges, and legislators
are severaly castigated for their In-

nate and general bumptious-
ness, would appear to bo an unfair
criticism In toto.

The gentleman, In order to qualify In

such matters, should Indicate which
one of the professions he adorns. For
instance, If ho Is a veterinarian, a doc-

tor of medicine, a doctor of philosophy,
a doctor of laws, or a doctor of di-

vinity, if the first, he, of course, could
administer an antidote for braying; if
the second, the writing of prescrip-
tions for the cure of human ailments
would be his forte; if the third, ho
could possibly administer to the needs
o"f society in a general manner; If the
fourth, all ailments of the body politic
would appear to come under his juris-
diction, and as for the fifth and last,
that is entirely outside the equation.

A criticism Is never potent unless It
ubtUtute u good or better a theory

AS SEEN IN FRANCE
By WILLIAM PHILIP SIMMS.
PARIS, July 27. The Great Doubt

has been lifted from tho heart of
France.
'The 'accomplishment of this was
the grandest deed of French arms
In all the year of Armageddon which
began a year ago this week. In

history the feat will be known as
the victory of tho Battle of tho
Marne,

Not only did this victory prob-
ably decide tho fate of France geo-
graphically, but Its influence upon
tho spirit of the country was, and
still Is, Incalculable. For, notwith-
standing the "solidarity" accom-
plished Instantly and spontaneously
on August 1, tho day the General
Mobilization Order was posted, a
great doubt weighed like lead on
the hearts of those who marched
away singing as well as those who
stayed behind and wept.

Everybody remembered 1870.

The old remembered the swift de-

feat In the Franco-Prussia- n war and
tho horrible nightmare of blunders.
The young had heard the story
tlmo and again. The French, In 1870,

wore totally unprepared for war,
were badly equipped, and badly led.
Their plans lacked cohesion. Gen-
erals fought Independently, one of
the other. Treason was laid at tho
door of one, and altogether It was
a terrible mess In which the poor
soldiers never had the slightest
chance, notwithstanding a courage
which wrung from even the Pruss-
ians the exclamation, "Oh. what
brave fellows!"

So. last August, when the soldiers
started for the war. each one bore
In his heart a burden heavier than
the knapsack on his back: Would
history repeat Itself? Would 19H
be another 18707 Was France better
prepared this time? Would she be
better led? Were her generals equal
to the great task ahead? If not,
then

The troopers dared not let their
minds run beyond this point. Individ-
ually the most Intelligent soldiers In
the world, they have the other curse
and blearing of civilization, an Im-

agination; so they sang and quit
thinking; they loked with one anoth-
er, nevcer admitting even to them-
selveslet alone to their companions

that the doubt was there.
Back home the hearts of mothers,

fathers, wives, sisters, and sweet-
hearts were troubled by the same
unexpressed dread lest 19H prove
another 1870. And If such should
prove to be the case

They, too, smiled and talked cheer-
fully of a new and Irresistible
France.

All knew, those who remained wait-In- ?

as well as those who went to
war. that for fortv-fou- r years Ger
many had been living, eating, sleep-
ing, drinking, dreaming war, and
that this war had come. What about
France? Who was General Joffre?
Who were the other generals; News-
papers had but recently declared
that France was unprepared; was
this true? And all went on being
troubled In secret lest France should
again prove unready.

After vague news reached Paris
that General Joffre was In retreat
from Charlerol, the 1870 bugaboo
loomed bigger and bigger. Maubeuge
was invested: Lille was occupied.
Then there came silent, tense days,
without any real news. The govern-
ment moved to Bordeaux; the Ger-
mans were now In Maubeuge, Cam-plegn- e,

Soissons, Rheims, Chalons,
Epernay. Lunevllle. Vardun, and
Nancv were seriously menaced. Paris
It seemed, was doomed, and Uhlans
were reported to be at the gates.
The worst fears of soldiers and
homefolks seemed realized. It looked
like another 1870. only worse.

Still there was no panic. There was
the exodus of thousands of people
who objected to living In - arls dur-
ing a German occupation, but the
city was calm. France's "sacred
union" held firm.

But the doubt, instilled Into the
mind of France by 1870, was there,
galling and real. The people could
not know that General Joffre was
later to be called a genius. They
could only wonder If his retreat was
strategy or Incompetency. The cen-
sorship was strict and they had few
facts to base opinion In. They did
not know the battle of the Marne
was being fought. nr that Joffro
had performed): by winning a vic-
tory there, a sort of eighth wonder
of the world. Yet this was true.
General Bonnal sMd of this battle:

"This Is the first time to my
knowledge that a great army, re-
treating and fighting at the samo
time and for eight days In succes-
sion, was able to furnish the effort
by itBelf to transform Instantly its
long and painful retreat into an Ir-

resistible offensive."
Yet that Is what the French army

was able to do. Through this vic-
tory a new France was born. The
great doubt was lifted, the 1870 bug-
aboo banished. The people were

armv In itself.
Henceforth, whatever may happen

to the French soldier, he will refuse
to be discouraged. He can advance,
retreat or doggedly hold what he
has won. any or all. with ten-
acity and good cheer. He has
faith in his ofilcers and faith in
himself. Ho knows the war may be
long, but he grins and grits his
teeth: "We'll get 'em at lost!" he
savs.

The ghost of 1S70 has been laid.

for the one which It attempts to de-
stroy, and that Is what somebody falls
to do. Shafts of near-w- it and sar-
casm are hurled at the law and every-
thing pertaining thereto, yet nothing is
offered in return therefor.

The law as it stands today Is tho re-

sult of evolution. It Is the result of
hundreds of years of work by men who
were and arc best qualified to enact
and enforce It.

I trust the doctor will further per-
mit mo to correct him with respect to
one of his historical characters to
whom he alludes as "Wat Heller, the
tyler." History records the name of
no such celebrity, but It docs make
reterence to a gentleman of perverted
mind by the name of Wat TyU-r- .

Tyler, It would seem, had no respect
for the law made and provided, the re-
sult being that Lord Mayor Walworth
of London Inserted a dagger under the
aforesaid Tyler's fioating rib, thus
bringing to an end a. life which other-
wise might have ended Itself on the
business end of six feet of hemp rope.

The law and Its Instruments. I e ,

lawyers, jurists, etc., are not infallible.
Nothing, the product of the human
mind, can be, nnd those who would
criticise It would best serve the In

AS SEEN IN GERMANY
By CARL W. ACKERMAN.

BERLIN, July 27. Tho KaUcr will
go down In history as William tho
Great, If the events of tho first year
of the war appeal as vividly to tho
Imaginations of future Gcrmuns a
they do to tho generation thut U liv-
ing through the present world con-
flict

Frederick tho Great held Europo
at bay, and saved Prussia through
seven years of Strife, lfls descend-
ant, who now holds tho Hoheiizollurn
throne, has mora-'tha- equaled Fied-erlctt- 's

tusK, becuuse Frederick hud
Englund with him, und thete wut then
no United. States to furnish Get-ma- ny

s enemies with munitions. Xso-bo- dy

expects tne piesunt uoiiil.t-- t to
run seven years, but if tho allien can
stand u war of thut duruilon, to can
Germany with the Kiuser ut tnu
hcud of affairs. S hen tho war start- -
ed the Emperor William hud i.Ulen
into disfuvot- - with many of his peo-
ple for a number of reuboiis. Some ed

he was too autocratic, othersthought he was too wen deposed rd

tho English, and olill otnuthought ho wus ufiuld of the mili-tary machine Germany hud develop-
ed, and was too prejudiced in lavor
oi peace at any price ever to permit
the machine to test Itself. The early
days of the war, when emmy ufterenemy tool: the field lugaiust Gti-tnan- y,

people talked dlsparugmg'.y of
tnu Empeiur, as an lncomimem, who
had played his cards badly und had
overestimated Geimany's strength.

But when the victories ocgan to
be won, and when the enemy 'firsthero and then there was rollcu back
the popular opinion or the Kaiserbegan to change. People confessed
they had mlspudged him. Tho bitter
critic. sm of Germany's enemies di-

rected against the Kaiser, and the
comments of neutral nations, added
to his popularity at home, until now,
the Kaiser Is the Idol of his nation.
He Is regarded as the embodiment of
German virtues, the representative
of German might and power. The
nation agrees he has not abused the
absolutely autocratic power ho has
wielded since last August, but has
used his authority to meet every
crisis confronting Germany in a
manner that wins unanimous ap-
proval. If the war ends under condi-
tions substant.ally as they are now,
Germany will have saved herself,
and will have demonstrated her
powers so convincingly that the
Kaiser, who Is now responsible for
all things Jn the Empire, must be
given the title of "The Great."

The Kaiser, in particular, has
Germans with confidence In

the outcome of the war. His calm
assertions of victory have been folr
lowed by deeds substantiating his
words, so often that he is not only
the ruler but also the prophet of his
people. When the war began, few
Germans, deep down In their hearts,
believed the Teutonic Empire had
even a fair chance of succeeding.
That Is why there was so much
hysteria last August, and why the
departing subjects of the enemy
powers were so frequently insulted.
That Is why also the Germans lost
their heads In Belgium and adopted
a system of terrorism. That Is why,
too, the hymn of hate directed
against England was so popular.

Now, however, after a year of
strife, Germany has recovered her
confidence and believes in the Kaiser.
The fear of last summer has de-
parted and the Germans are no
longer saying "God punish England."
Instead of the former hatred or
England there Is now developing a
curious kind of contempt, mingled
with that the Ger-
mans should so badly- - have mis-Judge- d-

the English. Nothing more
remarkable has happened" Ih Ger-
many during the past year than the
change of popular opinion 'concern-
ing England. The might of the
British Empire was magnified quite
out of proportion to Its actual power,
the Germans now ar6 saying.

This war was worth the fighting,
so say the Germans, If only because
it has pricked the bubble of Brit-
ish strength. England will never
again occupy her old place In the
world. The ancient spirit of the
English, which the world has long
been accustomed to taking at its
own valuation, has been found to
be no longer existent. England
has lost the war for the allies, In
the opinion of German militarists,
and by doing so, has irreparably
stained her own prestige.

The past year's events, say the
Germans, have provided a com-
plete test of tho comparative mer-
its of Germanic and British civili-
zations.. Germany has revealed her
possession of organization ability,
of Initiative, of austere patriotism,
of inventiveness, of an unbroken
spirit, under adversity, of disci-
pline, of an ability to meet every
new problem the war has thrust
upon her.

Where Germany has succeeded,
England has failed. The Eng-
lish (in the opinion of Ger-
mans) have proved themselves to
be boasters, muddlers, and unin-
spired in any of their works. They
have been revealed to the world
as a people undermined by dis-
content, unpatriotic, so prejudiced
that they cannot even now accept
the undoubted fact that their demi-
god. Lord Kitchener, failed them In
their hour of need. The upper
classes have shown bravery, but
no qualities of intellectual and
masterful leadership, and their
lower classes are taking advan-
tage of the perplexities of the
war to strike for higher wages.

The Germans are asking what
this past year of warfare has
shown the English to possess
which the world would be the bet-
ter for the keeping. What can
the world better be rid of, ask
the Germans, at this anniversary
time, the qualities the English
have shown since last August, or
the qualities the Germans have
shown? Here is a Germany, be-
ginning the second year of her
war against the world, full of
confidence, with Increased faith In
the destiny of the fatherland.

LETTERS TO TIMES MAIL BAG
terests of their respective communities
In endeavoring to enforce the laws In
effect by living up to the letter of
them. W. W. LOVE.

Washington, July 23.

Says G. O. P. Managers Treat
Barnes as Their Lord and Master.

Tn the Editor of THH TIMES:
The ancient aylng. "Whom the gods

would destroy they first make mad."
seems Illustrated In tho Republican Na-
tional Committee. Barnes, the discredit-
ed Albany boss, appears to be supreme
In the management of affairs, and Hllles
and Reynolds take no step without eon-suiti-

him. Since the Jury decided
against Barnes on tho Roosevelt charges
decent Republicans are turning moro
anil more to Roosevelt, but that makes
no difference to the present mnnngers
of the Republican party. Thcv treat
Barnes as lord nnd master, nnd bow
to ills will. It looks as If the Progres-
sives may be stronger than ever next
election Hllles and Reynolds can't
make the people stomach Barnes

' W. K. JACKSON.
Mt. Vernon, N. Y., July 23.


